As featured in the November 2008 issue of > R]I'ents

Birthday Wishes

garners national attention
in Parents Magazme.
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As the child of a singls mather who
struggled financially, Massachusatts
mom Rachel Calabrese knows firsthand
what it's like o go without, and she
8z baliaves in giving back ta her
community, That's why when sha read
about Birthday Wishes. a nanprofit
organization that brings birthday parties
‘ to children Iiving in hemeless shelters,

| she voluntaered to throw parties. Thras esonshotia ot
‘ women whe warnted to halp kids build

| self-asteem founded the Boston-area group in 2002, In & little e

‘ than thrae years, Calabrase, wiha has fhisa childran, his became tha
Scuthaastern Massachusaits eoordinator of the program, "Some of
thase kids aren't aven aware of their birthday, but now they get ks have
tha party axperience that most childien take far granted,” she says.
Donations came from a varisty of places, Incheding lecal sorparations.
Hundreds of volunteers donate their firme either by participating in the
calebrations an-site or by dropping off a *Birthday in & bax,” whish
halds all the materals nesdsd 1 theow & party, So far this vear, Birthaay
Wishes has Brought parties to mare thar BO shellers in and araund
Boston, For maore information, go to birthdaywishes.ong,
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